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wishes of the people, and In the interests of the
country as a whole. All the positions of honour
in the state were monopolised by certain families,
and thus an oligarchy of nobles was formed very
much like that condemned by the Revolution of
1798. They were soon confronted in every state by
an opposition party, whose aim was to put an end
to the political disabilities created by the Constitu-
tions of 1815. Freedom of the press, the extension
of electoral rights, the separation of powers, and the
power of removing public otticials, were the impor-
tant points in their programme. This progressive
party was not without its supporters in the legislative
bodies, but it was nearly everywhere defeated by a
hostile majority of the legislators, who obstinately
declined to grant any concessions.1

Such was the position of affairs when the French
Revolution of 1830 occurred with the suddenness
and force of an explosive, and by its example pro-

1 [Only four states revised their constitutions before the French
Revolution of July 1830, and only in one state was the revision
submitted to the people. The canton of Vaud revised its constitu-
tion in May 1830, and granted the exercise of political rights to all
citizens who could show a certain moderate property in real estate
or mortgages, and the electoral assemblies chosen by them received
the right to approve in the future all constitutional amendments.
The actual constitution, as then drawn up, was riot submitted to
the people. It revised itn constitution again in 1831.

In Ticino, the proposal to revise the constitution was made in
1829, and carried out in 1830. Sovereignty was declared to reside
in the whole body of citizens, and the exercise of political rights
was dependent merely on a small property qualification. The con-
stitution was laid before the people in their district assemblies, and
on July 4 it was accepted in all the districts but one. It was the
vote of the districts, and not of the individuals, that was counted
in the general result, Lucerne and Appcnzeii (Inner Rhode.**) revised
their constitutions in 1829, See ltor%eaXL&t Adoption, Ac., pp. 265-76.]